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 Minutes of the Meeting of the Northern New York Power Proceeds Allocation Board held via video 

conference. 

 

 

Board Members Present:  

 

Patrick Kelly Chair  

Theresa Phalon  

Roger Sharlow  

Ian Maxwell 

Robert McNeil 

 

Eugene Nicandri, NYPA Trustee 

 

 

NYPA Staff Present: 

 

Karen Delince  Corporate Secretary  

Sheila Quatrocci Associate Corporate Secretary 

Valerie Venuti              Administrative Assistant  

Patricia Wilson               Northern New York Project Manager 

Richard Smith  Business & Project Development Director                          
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Opening Remarks 
 
 Chairman Kelly welcomed members of the Board, the staff of North County Regional Economic 

Development Council, and the staff of the New York Power Authority (“NYPA”).  He stated that this meeting 

of the Board had been duly noticed as required by the Open Meetings law.  The meeting was called to order 

at 4:01 p.m.  
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1. Adoption of the April 14, 2021 Proposed Meeting Agenda 
 

 Member McNeil made a motion to adopt the April 14, 2021 meeting agenda.  The motion was 

seconded by member Phalon. The agenda was unanimously adopted. 

 
 
 Conflicts of Interest 
 
          Chairman Kelly stated that members were polled prior to the meeting regarding possible conflicts.  In 

the interest of full disclosure, the existing relationships with colleagues and friends did not rise to the 

level of being a conflict. 
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 2.       Adoption of the June 10, 2020 Meeting Minutes 
 

 Chairman Kelly asked whether there were any amendments to the Minutes.  Upon motion made by 

member McNeil and seconded by member Maxwell, the June 10, 2020 meeting minutes were 

unanimously adopted. 
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3.          Fund Balance Update  
 
             Richard Smith submitted the following Northern New York Fund Update report:  
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Chairman Kelly thanked Richard Smith for the Northern New York Fund Update report.   
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4.         Award of Fund Benefits from the Northern New York Economic Development 
   Fund – Round 10 

 

Patricia Wilson, Northern New York Project Manager, submitted the following report and resolution 

for consideration and adoption: 

a. Recommendation for Award 

Woodcrest RNG, LLC (“Woodcrest”) 

 

 The Staff recommends an award benefit of $300,000 to Woodcrest RNG, LLC (“Woodcrest”), which 

will help subsidize a $13,423,810 organic waste to energy project.  

 
            The investment will enable the applicant, Woodcrest, to build a pipeline to transport manure from 

three neighboring farms to a facility where anaerobic digesters processing and upgrading equipment will 

produce renewable natural gas for injection to the natural gas pipeline, displacing fossil natural gas, and 

resulting in carbon reduction.  

 
             The manure pipeline will provide added environmental benefits by eliminating dozens of daily trips 

by fossil fuel burning manure transportation trucks.  Aspects of this project that present a strong case for 

the recommendation of any award of fund benefits include a $13.4 million foreign direct investment by a 

Canadian clean energy company in St. Lawrence County.  This project will create two jobs with annual 

salaries of $70,000 and support local farmers by offering alternative revenue streams, implements efficient 

manual management strategies, and reduces the amount of methane released into the atmosphere.  The 

project is aligned with the priorities outlined by the St. Lawrence County Economic Development Study and 

the North Country Regional Economic Development Council, it will broaden the North Country’s economic 

connections with Canada, and enhance economic development in renewal energy generation.  

 

Upon motion made by member Phalon, seconded by member Sharlow, the Board unanimously 

adopted the resolution to recommend awarding fund benefits to Woodcrest RNG, LLC (“Woodcrest”), in the 

amount of $300,000 (Exhibit "A-1"), substantially in the form attached. 
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R E S O L U T I O N 

  

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, That the Northern New York Power Proceeds 

Allocation Board (“Allocation Board”) hereby recommends that the Power Authority of the State of 

New York (“NYPA”) make an award of Fund Benefits to Woodcrest RNG, LLC in the amount 

recommended in Exhibits “A” and “A-1” for the reasons set forth in the attached memorandum and 

any attachments thereto; provided that (i) if the application proposes a project that must receive 

approvals and/or comply with other legal requirements, such as the State Environmental Quality 

Review Act, before it may proceed, the recommendation for such application shall not be forwarded 

to NYPA until Staff, on behalf of the Board, receives appropriate notification that such legal 

approvals and/or requirements which are necessary for the project to proceed have been satisfied, 

and (ii) such recommendations shall be subject to further Board review in the event that such 

approvals and/or legal requirements are not satisfied; and be it further  

 RESOLVED, That Staff is authorized on behalf of the Allocation Board to transmit the 

Board’s decision and recommendations to NYPA subject to the qualification stated above regarding 

legal approvals and/or requirements, and to do any and all things and take any and all actions to 

effectuate the Board’s decision and the foregoing resolution.” 
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5. Adoption of 2021 Meeting Schedule 
 

 Member McNeil made a motion to adopt the 2021 Meeting Schedule for the Northern New York 

Power Proceeds Allocation Board (Exhibit C).  The motion was seconded by member Maxwell. The 2021 

Meeting Schedule was unanimously adopted. 
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Other Business 

 

 None. 
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6. Next Meeting and Adjournment 

 Chairman Kelly stated that the next regular meeting of the Northern New York Power Proceeds 

Allocation Board is scheduled for Wednesday, June 9, 2021 at 4:00 p.m.  He stated that if members have 

no additional business, he would entertain a motion to adjourn.  

 

 Upon motion made by member Sharlow and seconded by member McNeil, the meeting was      

adjourned.  
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EXHIBIT A 
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EXHIBIT B 
 
 

Criteria adapted from the “Board Procedures, and Board Policies Relating to the Review of 
Applications for Fund Benefits”, adopted by the Northern New York Power Proceeds  

Allocation Board 
 
 

1. The extent to which an award of Fund Benefits would be consistent with the strategies and priorities 

of the North Country Regional Economic Development Council (“NCREDC”).  Such strategies and 

priorities include the following: 

• Energize our communities by building on growth in the aerospace, transit equipment, 

defense, biotech, energy, and manufacturing industries 

• Leverage our gateway to Canada, the nation’s largest trading partner, to lead the State in 

global investment 

• Attract and nurture entrepreneurs through innovation to catalyze the highest per capita rate 

of small business start-ups and expansions in the state 

• Invest in community development infrastructure that expands opportunities and capacity 

• Innovate effective rural healthcare and education delivery networks 

• Elevate global recognition of the region as one of the special places on the planet to visit, 

live, work and study 

• Activate tourism as a driver to diversify our economies by creating demand to accelerate 

private investment 

• Invest in agriculture as we help feed the region and the world 

• Create the greenest energy economy in the state 

2. Whether the eligible project would occur in the absence of an award of Fund Benefits. 

3. The extent to which an award of Fund Benefits will result in new capital investment in the State by 

the eligible applicant and the extent of such investment. 

4. Other assistance the eligible applicant may receive to support the eligible project. 

5. The type and cost of buildings, equipment and facilities to be constructed, enlarged or installed if 

the eligible applicant were to receive an award of Fund Benefits.  

6. The eligible applicant's payroll, salaries, benefits and number of jobs at the eligible project for which 

an award of Fund Benefits is requested.  

7. Where applicable, the number of jobs that will be created or retained within St. Lawrence County 

and any other parts of the State in relation to the requested award of Fund Benefits, and the extent 

to which the eligible applicant will agree to commit to creating or retaining such jobs as a condition 

to receiving an award of Fund Benefits.  

8. Whether the eligible applicant is at risk of closing or curtailing facilities or operations in St. Lawrence 

County and other parts of the State, relocating facilities or operations out of St. Lawrence County 
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and other parts of the State, or losing a significant number of jobs in St. Lawrence County and other 

parts of the State, in the absence of an award of Fund Benefits.1 

9. The significance of the eligible project that would receive an award of Fund Benefits to the economy 

of the area in which such eligible project is located.  

10. For new, expanded and/or rehabilitated facilities, the extent to which the eligible applicant will 

commit to implement or otherwise make tangible investments in energy efficiency measures as a 

condition to receiving an award of Fund Benefits.2   

 

  

 
1 Job creation and retention are key indicators of economic activity.  However, the Allocation Board 
recognizes that certain investments may increase productivity and revitalize areas without immediately 
increasing permanent employment.  Therefore, job creation/retention commitments will be emphasized 
primarily in the Business Investment Track.  While job creation and retention may not be a significant 
factor for other Tracks, demonstration of economic development benefits to the Region will generally be 
considered favorably when assessing applications under all Tracks. 
 
2 As provided for in Economic development Law § 197-c(4), many of the criteria are adapted from criteria 
used in determining eligibility for Expansion Power, Replacement Power and Preservation Power under 
Public Authorities Law (“PAL”) § 1005(13). Certain criteria identified in PAL § 1005(13) are relevant to 
power allocations under these programs and do not have any logical application to the allocation of Fund 
Benefits. Therefore, the Board does not expect to use these criteria to evaluate applications for Fund 
Benefits. 
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EXHIBIT C 

 


